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COME AND BE MERRY 


It is time to invite you to come and drink to the New Year with us, on 3 January 
1988, at 4:00 to 6:00. It doesn't seem possible that a whole year had gone by 
since the last invitation went out to you, but the calendar says it has. Wedo 
hope this past year has been a happy and healthy one for you, and that you will 
be able to come and start another with us. You will find food and drinks here, 
and we will find in you the merriment due the birth of another year. Farmers' 
Almanac is forecasting a cold and snowy winter, but we hope they are wrong, at 
least for that weekend, and that no storm will keep you home, for we do look for- 
ward to seeing you here. 


A SUMMARY 


This past summer wasn't as busy with tourists as usual, for some reason, but we 
made up for it partly in September and October, and even during the past months 
of November and part of December, our docents have been taking more visitors 
through the Mansion than is usual for this time of year. Also, which has been 
satisfying, people have been buying Caulkins' History of New London and Joshua 
Hempsted's Diary to give as Christmas presents. During the summer, the Pequot 
Colony Association held a garden party in the back yard, and in the early fall 
the Women's Center of S.E. Connecticut had their awards meeting and supper in 
the Mansion. The D.A.R. had their awards meeting here in November and this past 
fortnight a regular luncheon and business meeting here, after the Christmas de- 
corations were up. Very recently the Mansion was part of a tour of Christmas- 
decorated homes given in benefit of the Public Library of New LOndon. Most of 
these occasions gave the committee of hosts and hostesses their chance to shine 
in interpreting the history of this building to the guests, and they really did 
glow. 


The committee for putting our holdings on computer have made a good start and 
several categories of items are nowfinished, even to the location of the various 
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objects. The office has been extremely busy answering all kinds of arcane ques- 
tions, not the least of which are genealogical, and in between, trying to carry 
on with cataloguing new accessions and the Perkins manuscripts. AS soon as one 
collection ot the latter is finished, another comes in, either as a gift or as 

a bequest, as witness the seven document boxes, packed full, that were a bequest 
all of Starr, Green and Tudor family letters and deeds. For the present they 
are stacked on the hearth in the office awaiting the attention of the secretary 
who hasn't had the time to do more than condense them from ten boxes. Hopefully 
this next year there will be a bit more time for such tasks, for we are itching 
to get started on them. We will just have to wait to see what the New Year will 
bring. Perhaps that extra second that had to be inserted into the time will } 
make a difference! 


ACCESSIONS 


Small gold cuff-links mongrammed FMC. for FRances M. Caulkins. Given by Miss Ce- 
cilia Griswold to Dwight C. Lyman who recently gave them to the Society 

Copy of notebook on Descendants of Elder William Brewster of Plymouth Colony, 
1985. - Gift of Mrs. James Whitney, Owensville, Ohio 

Oriental runner for front hall (a Dargazine) - Bought by Society 

Ships' Logs in one volume - of Sloop Washington, Joseph Bell master, 1787-8; of § 
Sloop Lark, Robert Davis master, 1788 - Gift of Mrs. AVery Thompson, Rutland 

The Original Proprietors of Hartford, and Map of Hartford in 1640 (giving house- 
lots) - Gift of society of Descendants of Founders of Hartford 

Photograph album of mid-19th century New Londoners ( all named) - Gift of Mrs. 
Ralph E. Wadleigh 

Five photographs of winthrop House and Winthrop Mill Pond - Gift of Mrs. Dwight 
C. LYMAN 

Brass spike marked New London Drawbridge, 1888 - Gift of Dwight C. Lyman 

Child's toy teaset, picked up floating in box after wreck of Steamship Metis, 
Aug. 30, 1872 - Gift of Mrs. Ernest F. Sommer, Lynchburg, Va 

The First Officers of the U.S. customs Service, appointed by President George 
Washington in 1785, by Michael N. Ingrisano, Jr. - Gift of U.S. Customs Service 

Westward the American Shapleys, by Brian J.L. Berry, 1987 - Gift of compiler 

Lights and Legends, an historical guide to lighthouses of Long Island Sound, 
Fishers Island Sound and Block Island Sound, by Harlan Hamilton, 1987 - Bought) 
by Society 

Descendants of Oliver Lathrop of Waybridge, VT., 1980 - Gift of Mr. & Mrs. Lau- 
rence Lathrop, VT 3 

Child Life in Coionial Days, Home Life in Colonial Days, Colonial Dames and 
Good Wives, Curious PUnishments of Bygone Days, all by Alice Morse Earle - 
Gift of Elizabeth P. Whitten 

Irish linen damask tablecloth, 90 x 70", Irish linen damask tablecloth, 65' 
square - Gift of Mrs. Dwight C. Lyman 

Blueprint ''Map of Pequot Hotel Property as purchased by Blanchard & Hagar, sur- 
veyed and drawn by DAboll and Crandall, 1896'' - Gift of Mrs. E. ARnold Smith, 
Bloomfield. | 

Outline map of Pequot, Conn. (Pequot section) listing owners, undated, but 19th 
century - Gift of Mrs. E. Arnold Smith, Bloomfield. 


P FOR YOUR HOLIDAY BAKING 
Loaf Cakes | 


Rub 6 pounds of sugar, 2 pounds of lard, 3 pounds of buter, into 12 pounds of 
flour, add 18 eggs, 1 quart of milk, 2 ounces of cinnamon, 2 small nutmegs, a 
tea cup of coriander seed, each pounded fine and sifted, add one pint of bran- 
dy, half a pint of wine, 6 pounds of stoned raisins, 1 pint of emptins, first 
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having dried your flour in the oven, dry and roll the sugar fine, rub your su- 
gar and shortning half an hour, it will render the cake much whiter and lighter, 
heat the oven with dry wood, for 1 and a half hours, if large pans be used, it 
will then require 2 hours baking, and in proportion for smaller loaves. To 
frost it, whip 6 whites, during the baking, add 3 pound of sifted loaf sugar and 
put on thick as it comes hot from the oven. Some return the frosted loaf into 
the oven, it injures and yellows it, if the frosting be put on immediately it 
does best without being returned into the oven. 


Diet Bread 


One pound of sugar, 9 eggs, beat for an hour, add to 14 ounces flour, spoonful 
rose water, one do. cinnamon or coriander, bake quick. 


Rusk, to make 


NO.1. Rub in half pound sugar, half pound butter, to four pound flour, add 
pint milk, pint emptins, when risen well, bake in pan ten minutes, Lael. 


NO.2. One pound sugar, one pound butter, rubbed into 6 or 8 pounds flour, 12 
eggs, one pint emptins, wet soft with milk, and bake. 


Johnny Cake, or Hoe Cake 


Scald 1 pint of milk, and put to 3 pints of indian meal, add half pint of flour, 

bake before the fire. Or scald with milk two thirds of the indian meal, or wet 

two thirds with boiling water, add salt, molasses and shortning, work up with 
cold water pretty stiff and bake as above. 

| from American Cookery, by Amelia Simmons, 1/796 


After you have gone through all those pounds and pounds of flour and sugar and 
butter, your clothes will undoubtedly be spattered, in which case, try this. 


To take off all sorts of spots from cloth of whatever color 


Take half a pound of crude honey, the yolk of a new laid egg, and the bulk of 
a nut of ammoniac salt. Mix all well together and put some on the spots which 
happen to be on either silk or cloth. After having left it there a while, wash 
the place with clean water and the spot will disappear. 


A preparation of balls against spots 


Take half a pound of soap. four ounces of clay, and one of quick lime. Dilute 

all with a little water, and make it into pills or small balls. With these rub 

the spots and wash the place afterwards. ; 
from Valuable Secrets, Norwich, 1795 


DIARY OF JOHN C. DARROW 
(continuéd) 

january 21, 1872 On the whole this has been a very pleasant mild day. Clear Sky 
until evening when it clouded up and the air became somewhat chillier, but not 
cloudy enough to cut off the light of the moon. A very large audience at even- 
ing service, a most unusually large attendance at Sabbath School and at Temper- 
ance Meeting in the evening. The house was very full. After evening service 
went home with Emma & could not tear myself away until quarter to 12. The sky 
at that point was quite threatening. 
January 22. Contrary to the appearance of the sky last evening, today has been 
a very pleasant one, sun shining most of the time, evening a ring around the 
moon. A very busy day at the Bank and a large number of customers. Received in- 
to the Savings Bank today over $2000 - in deposits, most of it. In the evening 
held Singing No. 11 at the vestry, and it was a very satisfactory one. He's 
made very good progress & appeared also quite pleased. At its close went home 
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@ wrote a new copy of my Hymn which I composed yesterday and named it ''Medita- 
tions * 

January 23. Was busily occupied all day and in fact was almost driven. Had some 
Savings Bank business but most of the time busied in writing up customers' pass- 
books. Was able to complete half a dozen of them. Aunt Henrietta affived at 
1:15 from Meriden and we were all glad to see her. After tea went out to see if 
I could walk off my headache which has troubled me all the afternoon. Failing 
in this called upon Emma & soon after entering her presence it suddenly left me. 
Passed a very pleasant evening with her. Carried her a copy of my new piece of 
music. 

January 24. it has been a most beautiful day. Evening was especially beautiful 
as anyone could desire, cloudless sky and a bright full moon. A moderate day in} 
point of number of customers, but I was busy upon the books all day. Wrote up 

5 Pass Books, one of them that of B. F. Béckwith's Co., embracing about 250 
checks and had been running 6 mos. In the evening went to meeting in vestry. A 
large attendance and a very good meeting. Emma was not there. Comment is unne- 
cessary. | | 
January 25. A beautiful clear bright winter day, thermometer standing at 16 de 
grees above zero at sunrise although it became a bit warmer in the middie of the} 
day. A moderate run of customers at the Bank today. Our earnings by discount 
were very heavy today. Wrote up 2 Pass books, one of them 88 checks and the 
other 269 checks. In the evening held singing School No. l2. All were not pre- 
sent but those who were appeared to make some progress. l find it very hard 
work & am glad the School is nearly over. 

January 26. We have had a most beautiful day in every respedt. an almost cloud 
less sky, bright sun, smart cold air but not uncomfortable. A moderate day at 
the Bank. I figured the regular weekly balances today but they did not come out 
right and as Mr. Butler was using the Cash book was obliged to leave it. Had a 
little spare time & so wrote up the book of R. H. Chappell, Esq. In the evening 
held our regular Congregational rEhearsal. The attendance was fair but it did Jf 
seem at one time as if the people did not intend to come. Pretty soon Emma came 
"then was the winter of my discontent made glourious summer ete >". Arter: a very 
enjoyable sing went home with E. and spent an hour and a half more pleasantly. 
january 27. At / o'clock this morning took the Shore Line train for Boston. 
Very nearly overslept and consequently would have lot the train but Ellen did 
call me in time. Reached Boston at 1:15, almost an hour behind time & by that 
means lost the Great Organ Concert and was also disappointed in the postpone- 
ment of the Handel & Hayden Society concert for which particularly I went. Il 
called on WM. W. Butler & walked around Boston considerably & then with him & 

a friend of his took the train on the boston Hartford and Erie Road for home, 
arriving at 104. P.M., so that I breakfasted in Providence, dined in Boston and 
supped in Putnam, Ct. Have had a very pleasant day for my trip but on reaching 
home found it looks like snow. | 
january 28. Early this forenoon and a little ruging the afternoon snow fell 
slightly and consequently our audience was somewhat reduced in numbers. There 
were really more present in the evening than I expected. Our Sunday School was 
very well attended. Our singing today has been very good and only lacked num- 
bers to make it spendid. After the Sabbath School was out, took a long walk 
with Emma & after evening service spent the best part of 3 hours with her at 
her home & I am going to lose her for a time as she is going on a Visit. 
January 29. On awakening this morning found it snowing and it has continued 
almost all the forenoon but at noon it cleared and a very heavy wind came up, 
blowing all day. Was very busy at the Bank all day. A good part of the time 
spent in calculating interest on the overdrafts of A & D Machine Co.'s account. 
Discounts quite heavy and our earnings today almost $300. In the evening held 
Singing School No. 13 and was never so annoyed by the heedlessness & inattention 
of some of the girls. However, they made very good progress in spite of all 
this !| Had to do some scolding to get them 'to do anything decently. 

January 30. The weather today has been beautiful, clear, bright cloudless sky 
but almost bitterly cold. Not much wind but if there had been it would have 
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| been almost unbearable. Although not much of a rush of customers at the Bank 
‘today yet I was fully occupied and when night came I was glad for I was very 
tired as to the head. Most of my time has been occupied in getting the book of 
A & D Machine Co. written up. It has occupied a great deal of my time. Wrote 
also a number of business letters. After tea went up to see Emma at her houce. 
Can hardly reconcile myself to having her leave town for so long. I have beome 
so attached to her. Perhaps I am selfish but I will not prevent her having so 
great a pleasure but will wait in hope. Could not tear myself away from until 
after midnight. } 
January 31. This has been another most beautiful day, cold as yesterday and 
thermometer at sunrise as well as yesterday stood at 6 above. We have had a mod - 
erate run of customers & have been able to write up two lengthy accounts, viz. 
T.S. Daboll and G.W. Fengar Co. Got through at 5;20 and then went down to D.B. 
Hempstead & had my watch set exactly with his regulator. In the evening went to 
meeting but was very disappointed not to find Emma there, so went up to her 
house when the meeting was out. Feel very sad to have her go away & almost 
dread it. 
February 1. It has been another pleasant & beautiful day, very little wind but 
the air nipping cold. We had a moderate day at the Bank and consequently was 
able to write up the books of the H.P. Haven Co. and the New London Northern 
R.R. Co. At 11:25 A.M., Emma left town in the New Haven train for that city & 
STamford. 1 went down (being fortunately near the depot at that time) and had 
a last interview on the train of perhaps ten minutes. When the train moved away 
from the depot it seemed almost as if the clouds had very suddenly shut out the 
|} sun & the clouds seemed to remain. Held Singing School NO. 14 in the vestry. 
They did better than at any other school but am glad they are so near the end. 
| February 2. The weahter has continued pleasant and bright, not as cold as yes- 
terday, not much wind. Not a very driving day at the Bank. George worked upon 
the regular weekly balance but they did not agree by $110. My time was com- 
pleted occupied with Savings bank matters of which posting up the Cash since the 
middle of last December, consumed most of the day and will be completed at some 
other time. Remitted $5 to Edward Bright & Co. for the subscription to the 
Examiner and €hronicle for another year of myself and Deacon Latham. In the 
evening held our regular Congregational Rehearsal. It is provoking that people 
do feel more interest than is manifested by the smallness of attendance and 
their tardiness also. but on the whole we did very well. Began a letter to 
Emma tonight. 
February 3. Today has been a wintry one indeed. Snowing when I got up this 
morning & continued all day until sundown. At noon hail began mixing with the 
snow and at about 6 P.M. rain began to fall. A busy forenoon at the Bank. 
George and I discovered & corrected the error in yesterday's balances. Wrote 


up pass book of B.B. Thurston. In the afternoon went to the Covenant meeting. 
Owing to the storm, only 26 present. Contrary to my invariable custom I did 
not go to the evening meeting. The storm has been and is almost fearful. Am 


lonely jas as soon as the regular occupation of mind is over & then. 1 iong foF 
Emma. Guess I will try to dissipate it by writing her. 
Febuary 4. Last night was a most terrific one. Stormed fearfully in the wind 
and hail and rain line. At about 3 o'clock this morning there were several 
sharp flashes of lightening combined with very heavy thunder. It did not wake 
me. however. Today has been pleasant, still and not much wind. Audiences on the 
slim side but the Sabbath School was well attended. Have felt very lonely to- 
day and have missed Emma more than I feared I should. The evening singing was 
ex@elléent;~espet#al ly the closing hymn which was sung with great earnestness. 
This evening the Aurora Borealis extended nearly around the horizon & very vivid. 
- February 5. We have had a beautifu. day overhead but thesun has made a general 
| Ness of the large quantities of snow and sleet in the streets. A great many 
sleighers were out around town. We have had a very busy day at Bank with Dis- 
counts, Savings bank business & so on. But I. found time to scribble a few words 
to Joe williams & to Emma asking their permission to visit them in New Haven on 
Thursday. In the evening held singing School No. 15 in the vestry. A very full 
attendance and fair progress made. I am getting disheartened with it and am 


glad it is. so near over. 
February 6. A curious day. It has been extremely foggy all the forepart of the 
day, so foggy that one could not see 100 yards from one. In the afternoon the 
wind hauled to the southwest and then the fog nearest the earth blew off but 
heavy banks of fog flying overhead. Rained gently in the evening, snow melting 
rapidly. A very quiet afternoon at the bank. Finished posting the Savings 
Banks books to February lst. Was pleased to receive a note from Joe williams 
& overjoyed at getting one by the 5 o'clock N.H. Express from Emma. After tea 
sat down and wrote her a reply from a full heart. After mailing in at 8 in P.M; 
stopped in at Geo. Strong's & spent nearly an hour. Was so happy wanted to tell 
him but of course did not. Went home & finished Aunt Jane's Hero. 
February 7. This has been a clear bright day yet still the sun has made very 
little effect upon the icebound streets and there has been very little thawing. 
Not a great many customers at the Bank. The principal and most important ope- 
ration today being the visit of General Supt. Merrill of the Vermont Central 
Railroad Co. with references to depositing in our Bank. Wrote up three pass 
books today, viz those of J.N. Harris, Alexander Merrill. and L. L. Richgoode's. 
The former was quite lengthy, 104 checks. had a call from my old R.O. Chun, 
Will Trott but unfortunately I was out of the Bank when he came. In the evening 
went to meeting in the bestry. To me it was a dull meeting, perhaps it wrong 
to think so but I could not but think it would have been better if E. was pre- 
sent. 

to be continued. 
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